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Hello, and welcome to Penn Cricket Club for this 
Birmingham and District League, Division 3 match.

High � ying Tamworth CC visit today, sitting 2nd in the Division 
3 table going into the home straight, and fresh from a home win 3 table going into the home straight, and fresh from a home win 

against Bridgnorth.

After another relatively disappointing weekend of weather, Penn’s 
match against Quatt was abandoned. Penn still gaining 9 points 

from the match and in 5th position in the table.

A warm welcome to all visitors and guests today, 
we hope you enjoy today’s match.

WELCOME

PENN CC

Daniel Bassett *
Richard Brooker

Rob Pearce
Sunil Patel

Sam Doggett
Liam Clamp +

Josh Heath
Nik Lal

George Nock
Amun Samra

Vik Lal

TAMWORTH CC

Michael Talbot *
Jack Manuel
Jacob Flower

Stuart Burrows
Ben Maddox +

Neil Orton
James Gray

Shane Holland
Rob Nield

Neal Gough
Sam Wotherspoon

Today’s Teams

* Captain      + Wicket keeper

UMPIRES: D. Boots, H. Brooks



CAPTAIN’S CORNER
Match Report From Quatt

With both Captain and Vice-captain out for last week’s game and also missing the top order 
duo of Vinny ‘Whiskey’ Banks and Matty ‘Badass’ Badhams, a side looking slightly wet around 
the ears travelled to the classically Shropshire ground of Quatt CC.

Upon arrival the traveling Doggett clan was shocked at the size of the boundaries and exclaimed 
‘Holy duley, you boys are gonna go miles on here.’ Unfortunately this proved to be all too true.

With stand in skipper Stuart Price winning the toss and electing to bowl and the presence of 
a wet area on a length at one end we were hopeful of early wickets, this being the � rst game 
back to the 50/50 win or lose format our hopes were on early wickets allowing us to restrict the 
opposition. Three chances were created in the 5 overs however they all went down, this gave 
their openers the con� dence they required to open up and before we knew it Quatt were off 
to a � yer. The introduction of Tommy Pearce and then Oli Zaki bowling for the � rst time at 1st 
team level helped gather some control such that we felt ok to take our bowling power play. A 
mention here to Nikul Lal who with what we now know was a grade 2 tear of the ligaments in his 
ankle bowled 8 solid overs for the side battling through the pain barrier. With ten overs to go we 
now had a chance to restrict Quatt to around 280 or maybe less, unfortunately their overseas 
player who had earlier been dropped by Amun on around 15 (who incidentally had a shocker 
of a game) was well set at he hit us around in the last 5 overs and so boosted Quatt up to 303. 

The rain equation came out and we were set 264 in 36 overs. Due to further rain during tea 
but crucially after our target had been set, by some foolishness in whoever wrote the rules our 
target then became a somewhat nicer 197 in 27 overs. 

After a stirring speech by Basso who mentioned looking to be 100 after 10 overs and with us 
knowing that if rained further we’d have to be on 147 after 20 overs, we set about our chase. 
Nikul Lal on one leg blasted 28 off 16 balls and Brian Kulasena at 3 hitting 30 off 21 balls after 
10.3 overs we had 100 on the board, however this was crucially at the loss of 4 wickets. Amun 
in the anchor role at the top had added to his list of failures in a 1st team shirt this year and then 
some youthful naivety in a run out and a catch on the boundary meant that with the required 
rate at only 6 an over we were now 6 down. Most of our innings had been played in light rain 
but the rain got heavier and the umpires then chose to take us off at this crucial juncture, both 
teams were aware of the 147 after 20 overs so we needed 12 of 8 balls. 

Unfortunately we never managed to get back out there and as such the game ended as an 
abandonment, if the 8 remaining balls to take us to 20 overs could have been bowled both 
sides would have fancied their chances.

Overall we felt that we got close and that another 8 balls could have resulted in a win for us. 
In regards of areas we can improve upon � elding wise we’ve got to catch our catches and as 
bowlers we’ve got to bowl more dot balls to create pressure. In terms of the batting we’ve got 
to realise that once you get in you’ve got to make it count à la their overseas.

Amun Samra
Opening Batsman, Penn Cricket Club

CAPTAIN’S CORNER



Saturday 24th August, 12:00pm Start
Penn CC V Tamworth CC

Other Saturday 24th August Fixtures

Oswestry CC 2nd XI V Penn CC 2nd XI
Penn CC 3rd XI V Wednesbury CC 3rd XI

Walsall 3rd XI V Penn 4th XI

Last Weeks Results

Quatt CC 1st XI V Penn CC 1st XI
Quatt 303 for off 50 overs

Penn 135 for 8 off 18.4
Match Abandoned

Penn CC 2nd XI V Quatt CC 2nd XI
Quatt 179 for 9 off 50 overs
Penn 128 for 9 off 36 overs

Penn Lose

Penn CC 3rd XI V Whitmore Reans CC 1st XI
Whitmore Reans 229 for 8

Penn 146 for 7
Rain Affected Losing Draw

West Bromwich Dartmouth CC 4th XI V Penn CC 4th XI
West Bromwich Dartmouth 174 for 9 off 50 overs

Penn 159 all out off 43 overs
Penn Lose

Upcoming Fixtures

Monday 26th August

Aston Manor 1st XI V Penn CC 1st XI
Penn CC 2nd XI V Aston Manor 2nd XI



Player Profi le
Name: Vik Lal

Age: 24

Position: Right Handed Batsman

Favourite Player: Bakary Sako

Favourite sports team: The Mighty Wanderers

Lookalike: No one seems to know

Hobbies: Embroidery and Fox Hunting

Quiz from the Slopes
1. Which swimming stroke was not introduced into the Olympic Games until 1956? 

2. In which month is the Epsom Derby now traditionally held? 

3. Which sporting event has been successively sponsored by Guinness, Mars         
and ADT?

4. Which sport takes place in a velodrome? 

5. With which sport would you associate the Eisenhower trophy? 

6. Who was the � rst Frenchman to have been Formula One World Champion? 

7. The Isle of Man T.T. Races: What do the letters TT stand for? 

8. How many players are there in an ice hockey team? 

9. Who was the � rst American to win the Tour de France? 

10. In snooker, what colour ball is spotted on the centre of the table? 

11. How many reds are there in a frame of snooker? 

12. What are Tif-Dwarf, bent and T-328? 

13. Which boxer was known as ‘The Brockton Blockbuster’? 

14. Which cricket team plays at Grace Road? 

15. Who said ‘Football is not a matter of life and death – it’s more serious than that‘? 

16. On a dartboard what number will you � nd at 9 O’clock? 

1. Butter� y, 2. June, 3. London Marathon, 4. Cycling, 5. Golf, 6. Alain Prost, 7. Tourist 
Trophy, 8. 6, 9. Greg LeMond, 10. Blue, 11. 15, 12. They are all types of grass found 
on a golf course, 13. Rocky Marciano, 14. Leicestershire, 15. Bill Shankly, 16. 11.



Ashes Life
1. HOSPITAL PASS

The 1932/33 series will always be remembered for England’s Bodyline 
tactics but it also deserves to be recalled for the heroics of English batsman 
Eddie Paynter. After being hospitalised with a high fever and acute tonsillitis 
during the decisive Brisbane fourth Test, Paynter listened to England’s 
struggles on a radio before ordering a taxi to the ground and walking out to 
bat to the astonishment of all present.

After overnighting at hospital he returned to guide England to a � rst-innings 
lead then retired to hospital again. The following day, England needed 160 
to win the Ashes and Eddie once again threw off his hospital gown and 
returned to the Gabba in time to hit the six which clinched the urn.

2. WG DIS-GRACE

For all his runs and facial hair, WG Grace was actually a bit of a thug. When 
he discovered that Australian Billy Midwinter, who he’d signed to play for 
Gloucestershire, hadn’t turned up for a county match at The Oval in 1878 
and was instead at Lord’s playing for his country, Grace hit the roof and 
took a horse-drawn cab across the capital. He marched straight into the 
Lord’s pavilion, dragged Midwinter out (in his batting pads) and took him to 
Kennington. The Aussies gave chase but Grace fought them off (literally) and 
Midwinter played for Gloucestershire.

3. FIGHTING TALK

As a visiting Ashes captain, one is expected to represent his country with 
honour - unless you’re Allan Border, who arrived in England in 1993 and 
greeted journalists by telling them: “I am not talking to anyone in the British 
media. They are all pr**ks.”

England’s 1911/12 skipper Johnny Douglas’s diplomacy was not much 
better and his ‘welcome’ speech when the team arrived at Melbourne Town 
Hall is the stuff of legend. He said: “I hate speeches. As Bob Fitzsimmons 
once said: ‘I ain’t no bloomin’ orator, but I’ll � ght any man in this blinkin’ 
country!’”

Which is pretty much what David Warner did 100 years later.
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